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National Park Service Announces History at Sunset Programs for 2010 
 

Fredericksburg and Spotsylvania National Military Park is pleased to announce 
the ninth year of its popular “History at Sunset: A Community and Nation at War.”  This 
series of ten Friday-evening programs has become a summertime tradition in 
Fredericksburg, Spotsylvania, and Stafford.  Starting on June 11, the programs continue 
every Friday until August 13.  History at Sunset offers what park Superintendent Russell 
P. Smith has called “an intensely personal look at a community and nation facing human 
tragedy on a scale unmatched in American history.”   
 

Some of these programs will offer fresh looks at famous sites; others will tell the 
stories of less-visited areas.  “Each year we try to develop programs that will appeal to 
both visitors and residents,” said Superintendent Smith.  “Each year there are programs 
on military stories and sites, as well as those focused on the experience of civilians in 
the region.  Some represent a new look at familiar places; others will bring visitors to 
places few have ever seen or experienced before.  Our goal is to offer something for 
almost everyone.”   
 

The series will kick off on June 11 with a walk to the site of Bernard’s Slave 
Cabins and an exploration of the fighting there and at Latimer’s Knoll on the 
Fredericksburg Battlefield, led by Frank O’Reilly.  Other highlights include walking the 
footsteps of a largely unknown Union cavalry raid into downtown Fredericksburg, and 
the reaction of local residents to it.  This year’s series also includes the first ever NPS-
conducted program at Aquia Landing in Stafford County (by John Hennessy) and an 
exploration of the Fredericksburg National Cemetery by Donald Pfanz.  

 
Each of the programs will begin at 7 p.m. and last about 90 minutes.  All are free.  

The NPS recommends that visitors for the August 6 program at Aquia Landing bring lawn 
chairs; the site and story are vivid, but the opportunities for walking are limited.   
 
  The threat of thunderstorms is always a factor for these programs.  Visitors 
should call 540 373-6122 for the latest on the status of that week’s program.  
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EXPERIENCE YOUR AMERICA™ 

The National Park Service cares for special places saved by the American people so that all may experience our heritage. 

 
The Schedule 
 
June 11:  Fredericksburg’s Forgotten Plain:  Bernard’s Cabins and Latimer’s Knoll.  Frank 
O’Reilly.  Meet on South Lee Drive at the Bernard’s Cabins Trailhead, Fredericksburg 
Battlefield. 
 
June 18:  Cavalry in the Streets:  Dahlgren’s Raid into Fredericksburg.  Eric Mink and Jake 
Struhelka.  Meet the city dock on Sophia Street.   
 
June 25:  Jackson & the Germans, May 2, 1863.  Donald Pfanz & Eric Mink.  Meet at Stop 
8, Jacskon’s Flank Attack, Chancellorsville.   
 
July 2:  The Red Badge’s Bloody Morning:  Chancellorsville and the Red Badge of 
Courage.   John Hennessy.  Meet at Chancellorsville Visitor Center.   
 
July 9:  History Revealed:  Civil War Secrets on the University of Mary Washington 
Campus.  Eric Mink & Beth Parnicza.  Meet at the UMW parking lot at the corner of 
William St. and Sunken Road.   
 
July 16: Horror on the Plank Road.   Greg Mertz & Frank O’Reilly.  Park on Longstreet 
Drive, across Route 621 from Hill-Ewell Drive, Wilderness Battlefield 
 
July 23:  A New Way of Fighting: Upton’s Attack at Spotsylvania.  Frank O’Reilly.  Meet 
on Grant Drive, Stop 2, Spotsylvania Battlefield.    
 
July 30:  Where Valor Sleeps:  Explorations in Fredericksburg National Cemetery.   Donald 
Pfanz.  Meet at Fredericksburg Battlefield Visitor Center.  
 
August 6:  Steamships, Slaves, Railroads, and Armies:  Aquia Landing.  John Hennessy.  
Meet at Aquia Landing Park, 2846 Brooke Road, Stafford, VA 22554/659-6617  Lawn 
chairs recommended.   
 
August 13:  Forgotten:  Slavery and Slave Places in Fredericksburg.    John Hennessy and 
Steward Henderson.  Meet at Hurkamp Park on Prince Edward Street.   
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